
Chapter 6 

Section 5: The war 
of 1812 



•Native Americans increased 
their attacks against the 
settlers moving west 



War Breaks Out 

•War Hawks- (pro war) led by 
Henry Clay (KY) & John 
Calhoun (SC) 

–Favored war with Britain to 
push them out of North 
America & stop the Native 
attacks in the west 

 



Anger towards Britain (essay) 

•1812- Madison urged Congress to 
declare war on British REASONS: 

–**They encouraged Indian 
attacks on westward expansion 

– interfered with US shipping 

–Tried to stop the practice of 
Britishimpressments 

Congress approved Madison’s 
call for war- War of 1812 



•US only had a small 
army & navy & no help 
from foreign nations 

•Had to deal with British 
& native Americans 



The Land War 

•British Plan -was to strike swiftly & 
effectively at British by invading 
Canada 

–Beaten in summer of 1812 

•Managed some victories 

–W.H. Harrison defeated the British 
& Natives at the Battle of the 
Thames October 1813 



•Andrew Jackson defeated the 
Creek Indians at Horseshoe Bend 
in Alabama March 1814 

•Creeks signed the Treaty of Fort 
Jackson on August 9, 1814, where 
Indians  ceded 23 million acres of 
land 



The Naval War 

•British navy outnumbered US 20 
to 1 

•Summer 1813 

–Master Commandant Oliver 
Hazard Perry defeated a small 
British fleet on Lake Erie 

–“We have the enemy & they are 
ours” 



•Enabled the US to control the lake 
& protect the border 

•War’s bloodiest naval battle 

•British blockaded our coast, 
strengthening trade & putting a 
stop to the attack made by 
American frigates 



The Burning of Washington 
D.C. 

•1814- 14,000 British troops tried to 
invade the US from Canada 

•Revenge for the city of York, 
Toronto 

•Same time British fleet arrived in 
the Chesapeake Bay 

•4,000 troops left the ships & 
descended upon Washington 



•Evening- British entered the capital 
& started fires  

•White House & Capitol were gutted 

•Then moved towards Baltimore 

•Francis Scott Key witnessed the all 
night bombardment of Fort 
McHenry 

 



–Wrote the Star Spangled 
Banner 

–Americans forces were able to 
turn back the enemy 



The War Ends 

•Critics called it Mr. Madison’s 
War 

•RESULTS (essay) 

•Treasury was empty, Capitol 
in ruins, & trade was at a 
standstill 



The Hartford Convention 

•New Englanders met in December 
1814, to consider the possibility of 
leaving the nation 

•Convention ended up calling for 
constitutional amendments to 
increase its power 



The Treaty of Ghent 

•December 24, 1814 

•Representatives met in Belgium & 
signed 

•Didn’t resolve the issue of 
impressments or neutral rights 

•Old boundaries were restored 

•“Second War for Independence” 



The Battle of New Orleans 

•Occurred 2 weeks after the Treaty due 
to slow communications 

•December 23- British forces of more 
than 25,000 tried to take New Orleans 

•Andrew Jackson defended the city 

•British attacked 

–January 8- Battle was finished in an 
hour 

–British suffered 20,000 casualties to 8 
Americans 

 



Postwar Panic & Boom 

•Election of 1816- easily won by James 
Monroe 

•Republicans dominated politics; 
Federalists faded away 

•Bank dissolved in 1811- no central 
financing for the war 

•Congress created a Second Bank in 
1816 

•Americans moved westward 



1819 Depression 
•Panic of 1819 

–Began when London banks 
demanded that banks in the US pay 
the money owed to them 

–American bankers demanded the 
money back they loaned to its 
people 

–Many people were financially 
ruined 



The Missouri Compromise 
(essay) 

•Northwest Ordinance of 1787 
established that no state northwest 
of the Ohio River could be a slave 
state 

•Missouri was not in the northwest 
but Northern states objected to 
admit it as a slave state 



•Worried that another slave state 
would increase the power of the 
southern states 

•Representative James Tallmadge 
wanted an amendment that called 
for the gradual end of slavery in 
Missouri 

–Passed the House, failed in the 
Senate 



•2 main parts (ESSAY) 

–1.-Slavery wouldn’t be restricted in 
Missouri, Maine was admitted as a 
free state 

–2. Congress clearly states that with 
westward expansion- territories 
north of 36 degrees 30 minutes 
north latitude would be free 




